Exporting to Switzerland - Information note for operations

outside Switzerland
Information note for BIOSUISSE ORGANIC (BSO) operations outside Switzerland (version 01/2026)

1. Swiss importer: requirement for initial certification

As a rule, applications for certification of an operation outside Switzerland are submitted by an importer in Switzerland
who has a licence contract with Bio Suisse. This provides the ideal basis for allowing the imported product to then
actually be marketed with the "Bud" label in Switzerland.

2. Certification to Bio Suisse standards
The basic requirement for certifying an operation outside Switzerland to Bio Suisse standards is an existing certification
according to EU organic regulations or an equivalent regulation, as well as compliance with the Bio Suisse standards.

= Bio Suisse Standards {general)
= Excerpt from the Bio Suisse Standards, part V: Standards for Imports
* Information note Summary of the Bio Suisse Standards

Only the following two Swiss certification bodies are authorized to certify operations to Bio Suisse standards:
* International Certification Bio Suisse AG (ICB; www.icbag.ch) - a subsidiary of Bio Suisse
*  bio.inspecta AG (www.bic-inspecta.ch)

ICB works with regional and international inspection bodies. bio.inspecta only certifies operations which are inspected
by themselves or by an approved inspection body (by Bio Suisse) in a subcontract. The non-Swiss inspection body which
is responsible for EU organic or equivalent organic inspection and certification must also carry out the Bio Suisse
inspection and send the necessary documents to the responsible Swiss certification body for certification to Bio Suisse
Standards.

= Authorized Swiss certification bodies and non-Swiss inspection bodies

Certification to Bio Suisse standards must be renewed annually. In order to ensure a smooth certification process, the
inspection documents must be received on time by the responsible Swiss certification body. Processing the documents
usually takes, for example, four to six weeks with ICB AG.

Exception: Members of producer associations directly approved by Bio Suisse in Germany and in Austria (see Bio
Suisse standards, appendix 4 to part V art. 3.1.7).

3. Approval of import products for Bud trading
Based on the whole-farm approach to organic management (Standards, part V, Art. 4.1.2), which is also
applicable abroad, all {plant) products can be certified in accordance with Bio Suisse Standards.

However, in addition to certification, restrictions for bud trading of import products (Standards, part V, chap. 2)
must also be observed for trading under the “Bud” logo in Switzerland. These are published on the online
approval list (English, German, French). Responsibility for compliance with these restrictions lies with the Swiss
importer.

The certificates of operations certified in accordance with Bio Suisse Standards (BIOSUISSE ORGANIC
operations) include the following statement:

Bio Suisse

Peter Merian-Strasse 34 - CH-4052 Basel
Tel. +41 61 204 66 66
www.bio-suisse.ch - bio@bio-suisse.ch


https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf#page=255
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:cce42eeb-2b20-4b17-859e-9d1084baa665/E_Summary%20BS%20Standards_01%202026.pdf
https://icbag.ch/?lang=en
https://www.bio-inspecta.ch/en/home
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en/import-with-bio-suisse.html
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf#page=261
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf#page=270
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/dam/jcr:c5e90643-dd2b-4392-856e-eadbfdc7a334/Bio_Suisse_Standards_2026_EN_Final.pdf#page=256
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en/approval-list/import-products.html
https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en/approval-list/import-products.html

Exporting to Switzerland — Information note for BSO operations outside Switzerland - version O1/2026 Bio Suisse

“The certificate does not authorise products to be labelled with the protected “Bud” logo from Bio Suisse and is
not a guarantee for trading in Switzerland. Bio Suisse limits Bud trading for sustainability-related reasons and to
protect Swiss production.”

4. Declaration requirement for products from outside of Switzerland BIOSUISSE

ORGANIC

Products cerfified according to Bio Suisse standards for export to Switzerland must be declared as “BIOSUISSE
ORGANIC” by means of a designation or logo on containers, delivery notes and invoices.

All products certified as “in conversion” according to the Bio Suisse standards must be clearly labelled as “in-conversion
P g Y
products”.

Certification to Bio Suisse standards does not grant permission for products to carry the "Bud" collective trademark. This
is exclusively granted to the Swiss importer with a valid trademark licence agreement with Bio Suisse (Standards, part
V, art. 3.2.1).

5. Traceability attestation for BIOSUISSE ORGANIC products
All products delivered to Switzerland that are to be sold under the Bio Suisse “Bud” trademark must be declared through
the electronic system Supply Chain Monitor (SCM) of Bio Suisse and confirmed by Bio Suisse.

»  The SCM must depict the financial flow of goods from the producer of the raw materials to the Swiss importer.

» The import is registered in the SCM as soon as Swiss duty has been paid on the goods by the importer
(physical import).

= SCM transactions must be sent to Bio Suisse within six weeks of delivery to Switzerland.

= Bio Suisse processes your transactions within five working days.

Further information can be found here: https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en/scm/supply-chain-monitor.html

If you have questions, please consult our homepage: https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en.html
or contact us at international@bio-suisse.ch or +41 61 204 66 44.
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